
Bale Mountain National park 
 
UNESCO Natural World Heritage Site 
 

The park boasts a spectacularly diverse landscape mosaic of diverse ecosystems and 

habitats, as well as the associated biodiversity. The area covers an area of 215,000 

hectares in the heart of the Bale Arsi Massif in the southeastern Ethiopian Highlands, in 

Oromia State. Volcanic mountain ranges and peaks rise above the plateau, most notably 

Tullu Dimtu, Ethiopia's second-highest mountain at 4,377 m above sea level. It is easily 

explored by car, as all-weather roads provide access to most of its most attractive 

habitats. The all-weather road across the Sanetti Plateau to the 4,377 m peak of Tulu 

Dimtu is, in fact, the highest in Africa. Elsewhere in the park, extensive grasslands thrive 

alongside various forest types, including heath, bamboo, and juniper woodlands. 

Significantly, the southern slopes of the Bale Mountains drop dramatically into the famous 

Harenna Forest, Ethiopia's second-largest humid tropical forest, including patches of cloud 

forest. Due to its high elevation, Bale Mountain National Park boasts a high level of plant 

diversity, with approximately 1,321 species of flowering plants, 14% of which are native 

to Bale alone. 

The Helichrysum (“everlasting”) flowers are the park’s most striking blooms, providing a 

beautiful yellow backdrop for the park’s incredible wildlife. 

The park and its surroundings are home to exceptional flora and fauna, with an 

exceptionally high proportion of endemic species and, in some cases, the only remaining 

populations of globally threatened species from numerous taxonomic groups. For 

example, the Mountain Nyala and the Bale Monkey are endemic to this region and the 

country as a whole, as are numerous endemic rodents and amphibians, as well as the 

largest remaining population of the Ethiopian wolf. The southern part of the park is 

covered with wild forest coffee and medicinal plants such as Hagenia, which is used by 

local people to treat tapeworms. 

The Bale Mountains are the best place in Ethiopia to observe the majestic and mysterious 

Ethiopian wolf. Unfortunately, this species is threatened with extinction due to the country's 

agricultural expansion; fewer than 400 individuals remain in the wild. It is the rarest canid 

in the world. The wolf is endemic to Ethiopia and is found nowhere else in the world. 



 

 

The Mountain Nyala is an elusive and majestic antelope species found exclusively in the 

highlands of Ethiopia. It is characterized by its striking appearance: its robust body, slate-

gray fur, and distinctive white stripes and spots, which blend seamlessly into the montane 

forests and scrubland in which it lives. These high-altitude areas, particularly the Bale 

Mountains and the Harenna Forest, provide the Mountain Nyala with an ideal habitat, 

where it thrives in the cool, misty climate. Despite its beauty and ecological importance, 

the mountain Nyala faces significant threats from habitat destruction, human 

encroachment, and poaching. The Mountain Nyala is a symbol of Ethiopia's rich 

biodiversity and a testament to the unique wildlife of the country's mountain regions. The 

Mountain Nyala is listed as vulnerable by the IUCN; no special hunting permits are 

required other than a valid license. 

 

Harenna Forest is located in an upland forest area of the Bale Mountains in the Oromia 

Region of southeastern Ethiopia. This beautiful, jungle-like region is a biodiversity hotspot 

with a variety of native species. As one of the last remaining natural forests in the country, 

its rich flora and fauna supports a unique wildlife. Golden-crowned Bale monkeys, giant 

forest hogs, and a variety of colorful birds are often best observed in the enormous heath 

trees. Nyalas, various buck species, and even lions and panthers live in the forest.  

 

Harenna Forest, south of Sanetti, supports the greatest diversity of large mammals in the 

park. These include the remarkable giant forest hog (the world's largest pig) and the 

highly localized Bale monkey, an endangered endemic species whose range is limited due 

to its specialized diet of bamboo. 

 

Sanetti plateau: Bale is the world's most extensive Afroalpine fenland and consists of 

heather tussocks interspersed with icy alpine lakes and ethereal giant lobelia. The northern 

slopes below Sanetti are home to a mix of juniper-hagenia woodlands and Afromontane 

grasslands, while the southern slopes are covered in patches of heath, bamboo, and 

Afromontane forest. Bale's high-altitude centerpiece is an extensive lava plateau with 

several volcanic cones over 4,200 meters high. 

 



Bale is considered the best place in Ethiopia for observing endemic birds. Six national endemics are 

represented here, along with eleven other species found only in Eritrea and several more that are unique to 

the Horn of Africa. The Juniper-Hagenia forest around Dinsho is home to forest species such as the Black-

winged Lovebird, the White-cheeked Turaco, the Abyssinian Catbird, and the Yellow-fronted Parrot. In the 

higher elevations of Sanetti, the Spot-breasted Red-billed Warbler, the Alpine Chat, the Chestnut-naped 

Francolin, and the Eurasian Plover are among the species found. The incredible birdlife is reflected in the 

African Birding Club's ranking of Bale as one of the continent's top five bird-watching hotspots. 

Itinerary to 4 day Bale tour 

 

Day 1-  Upon arrival at Bole International Airport, you will be greeted by our tour guides 
and transferred to your booked hotel. Most flights to Addis Ababa arrive in the morning, 
leaving the remaining hours of the day available for a city tour of Addis Ababa. Full- and 
half-day tours are available on our website. Learn more about our city tours there. 
 
If you arrive at night, the next day will be reserved for a full-day city tour of Addis Ababa. 
 

Day 2- we fly to Bale Robe and upon arrival, drive directly to the park headquarters in 
Dinsho. A good starting point for hikers is the easy trail around Dinsho. Mammals 

commonly found in Dinsho include warthogs, Bohor reedbuck, the endemic Menelik's 

bushbuck, and mountain nyalas. This exceptional destination is ideal for hiking and mule 

trekking. 

Camping optional 

Lunch break times may vary depending on the flight schedule. 

Lunch may be a picnic. 

Return to Robe and spend the night in the town of Goba. 

Day 3- After breakfast, drive through the hills towards the Senetti Plateau, stopping at 
the top of the summit to try to spot an endemic Ethiopian wolf (the red fox). 

We continue to Harenna Forest and reach Bale Mountain Lodge, where we unload our 

luggage. 



Lunch break: at the lodge. 

After lunch, with armed scouts, we drive to the town of Dolo Mena to spot lions and 

leopards. There's no guarantee we'll see or encounter lions and leopards along the way, 

but chances are good, as the views from the road to Dolo Mena are remarkable. 

Return to Harenna Forest and spend the night there. 

Day 4- after breakfast, a guided forest walk with armed scouts awaits you. After lunch, 
you'll continue along the Bamboo Trail and Waterfall in Harenna Forest. Birdwatching, 

wildlife encounters, and animal observation will culminate your day in the forest. 

Day 5- we travel to Bale Robe Airport according to our flight schedule and fly back to 
Addis Ababa.  
 
Farwell Night: After arriving in the city, we'll have lunch (if we arrived early), rest a bit, 
relax at the hotel, and enjoy an early dinner in one of Ethiopia's best jazz or (reggae 

optional) lounges, or in one of the most beautiful dance and folklore houses, with a 

traditional coffee ceremony. This concludes the four-day trip. 
 

NOTE 1 
This trip can be extended by several days and with camping. 
 
Note 2  
This trip can also be personalized or customized, with price adjustments; this may 
result in reduced payments.  
 

What does the 5 days tour include? 
 
       *Hotel and lodge fees  

       * Air fair for domestic flights 

       *Pick up and drop off service. 

      *Cooking team 

      *Transportation, including fuel and driving. 

      *Entrance fees, at all listed places. 

      *Professional English speaking tour-guide. 

      *Lunch, dinner, birr, wine, hot drinks and bottled water. 



What’s not included? 

     * Alcoholic beverages not listed on the package 

     *Tips and Gratitude 

All-Inclusive Bale Mountains National park 5-days tours 
 
Total: $ 3888 (individual price) 
*Group of 2: $2916 $per person 
*Group of 3: $2624 per person 
*Group of 4-9: $2361 per person 
*Group of 10 or more: $2138 per person  
 
 
From 25% to 45 % discount for group tours 
 

 

 

  

 


